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OPINION

The petitioner pled guilty to one count of voluntary manslaughter for which
he received a plea bargained sentence of six years to be served consecutively to a prior
sentence. He subsequently filed for post-conviction relief alleging ineffective assistance
of counsel, and that his guilty plea was not entered knowingly and voluntarily because he
thought his six year sentence was going to be served concurrently with the prior
sentence. After a hearing, the court below denied relief finding “no substantial evidence
that [the petitioner’s lawyer] failed to consult with and advise [him] with a reasonable
exercise of professional discretion” and that her “performance fell well within the
acceptable range of competency for lawyers in criminal cases.” The court below further
found that the petitioner’s guilty plea “was knowingly made and that adequate measures
were employed to assure the protection of [his] constitutionally guaranteed rights.” Upon
our review of the record, we find that the evidence does not preponderate against the
lower court’s findings. Accordingly, the judgment below is affirmed in accordance with

Rule 20 of the Court of Criminal Appeals of Tennessee.
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